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& seabee came by today and just flew by it was a pretty sight and sound. it was a Frankenstien and |
wish that they would have stopped in. maybe you can send a message to all the seabee owners you
know that a seabee owner lives in sequim blue ribbon farms and they can always drop in and take a rest
and have a cold one. 360 683-9292"
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Happy to hear the Tri-Gull is going into production. As you may know, Spence Spencer and his son in
law, Chuck Herbst did most of the design and engineering on it when the project was in Torrance, CA
over 30 years ago. Bob Dent in Seattle had commissioned them to design and build it. They called it the
Tri-Dent 320 at that time since there were 3 of them and the 320 came from the 320 horsepower Cont.
Tiara engine it was designed around. | heard about it then and followed the project for some time until
they ran out of money and were putting it up for sale. By that time | had the Seattle Seabee Club
established and had Bob Dent come to one of our meetings to tell us about it. Dave Hazelwood, who was
the head of the Vancouver Seabee Club at the time was there with several other Vancouver members.
Over a short period of time they put together a program to build it in Vancouver. Chuck Herbst joined
them as Chief Engineer. Over the next 10 years, development costs ran up about triple what they had
originally estimated them to be and they put much of the blame on Chuck Herbst for constantly changing
the design. They let Chuck go. They produced 3 aircraft, which were now named the Tri-Gull because the
British firm that produced the Trident jet transport objected to the name. | was invited to come up and fly
one of the prototypes and wrote an article about it that came out in one of the aviation magazines (can't
remember which one right now but | think | have a copy of the article). It flew very well and | was very
impressed with it. Unfortunately, Continental was unable or unwilling to certify the Tiara engine for 320
horsepower and didn't produce it. They installed a 300 horse Lycoming then but had propeller matching
problems and it never performed well after that.

They did get a production certificate for it, however and were buying tooling to produce it in Victoria when
the Canadian Government, who had put in 51% of the funds changed hands and the new officials pulled
the rug out from under it and it was sold on the auction block to Clay Villas, a wealthy auto dealer from
San Jose who had the US marketing rights for the plane. | lost contact with the Tri-Gull after that until
your article in this newsletter.

The turbine engine they are going to power it with should certainly take care of the power plant troubles it
used to have. It should be a fine amphibian but way beyond the budget of the average private owner. On

the other hand, so is the top of the line Lake Bucaneer but it is still selling airplanes. # < !
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